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The new Johnson Street Bridge reflects the values and amenities ranked as important by 
Victoria citizens. The new bridge will improve safety, increase alternate transportation options, 
and enhance accessibility for walkers, strollers, and those with mobility aids.

The new bridge includes green 
transportation options: 
•	 The new Johnson Street Bridge 

is designed to provide improved 
alternative transportation options to 
reduce our dependence on cars and 
subsequent greenhouse gas emissions.

•	 There will be dedicated cycle lanes on 
both sides of the bridge deck. Cyclists 
will also be able to use a new multi-use 
trail to cross the bridge that connects  
to the Galloping Goose trail and future 
E & N Rail Trail.

•	 There will be a dedicated pedestrian 
deck (lowered and separated from 
traffic) which will provide the walking 
public with a safer and more pleasant 
experience when crossing the harbour 
on the bridge.

The new bridge is designed to 
improve public safety:
•	 On-street bike lanes and improved 

approach alignment on both sides 
of the bridge with a new traffic signal 
at Harbour and Esquimalt Road will 
improve safety for cyclists and cars  
on the road.

www.JohnsonStreetBridge.com

Costs
Total Project Cost:...........................$77 million

Confirmed Federal funding................$21 million

City budget reprioritization...............$6.8 million

Borrowing......................................$49.2 million

Tax increase.................................................. 0%

Construction Timeline.............................4 years

Traffic Disruption...................................Minimal

Economic impact to downtown..............Minimal

100 year maintenance costs.............$22 million 
(2010 dollars)

•	 Traffic pinch points, such as 
the “S” curve will be eliminated 
which will improve safety and 
reduce possible conflicts 
between cars and cyclists. 

•	 A new road surface will make 
the bridge less slippery and 
intimidating for cyclists, and 
provide a much safer crossing.

•	 The safety of the travelling public 
is top of mind. The bridge will  
be upgraded to a lifeline 
structure, the highest standard  
of earthquake protection,  
to ensure the safety of users, 
disaster response capability, 
protection of investment and 
post-disaster recovery.

•	 Victoria is located in one of 
the most active seismic zones 
in Canada and recent studies have 
indicated that there is a 30–35% 
probability of a major earthquake 
occurring in Victoria within the next  
50 years.
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T	 250.361.0288
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1 Centennial Square, Victoria, BC  V8W 1P6 | www.JohnsonStreetBridge.com

The new bridge improves accessibility: 
•	 The new Johnson Street Bridge will be more 

accessible for people with mobility issues 
and will include a widened sidewalk for 
wheelchairs, strollers and pedestrians.

•	 A wide multi-use path will accommodate 
pedestrians, cyclists and those with 
mobility devices.

•	 The walkway and multiuse path will be 
wider and have an improved surface 
making it safer for people who have 
mobility issues, use mobility aids or have 
reduced vision. 

•	 In addition, the curves and grades will  
be reduced on the approaches to the 
bridge, making it much easier to access  
the new bridge.

The new bridge will be a world-class 
landmark:
•	 Designed by renowned bridge architects, 

Wilkinson Eyre, the replacement design 
is one of a kind and will allow you to walk 
through the rolling mechanism while the 
bridge raises.

•	 The bridge was designed to meet the  
Old Town Guidelines for the historic district 
it is located in and respects the history 
of the area and surrounding heritage 
designated buildings. 

The new bridge will be good 
 for business
•	 The Urban Development Institute has 

indicated that the new bridge will  
support an estimated $0.5 billion  
in development activities.

•	 The new Johnson Street Bridge is expected 
to create approximately 900 jobs during 
construction.

•	 The new bridge will be built to the north  
of the existing road bridge which will remain 
open to allow traffic to continue using the 
existing bridge during construction. 
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Project Scope
 Elimination of “S” curve and install traffic signal

 Multi-use trail with connection to Galloping Goose/E&N Rail Trail

 Pedestrian sidewalk with connections to adjacent pathways

 Consolidated green space

 Improved navigation channel in accordance with current regulations

 Main bridge with three lanes and on street bike lanes
  Designed as a traffic calmed corridor

 Integrated with planned Harbour Pathway

 Improved downtown approaches including sidewalks along west side of Wharf Street

 Establish trail head for Galloping Goose/Trans Canada Trail

Project Scope
❶	E limination of “S” curve and install traffic signal

❷	 Multi-use trail with connection to Galloping Goose/E&N Rail Trail

❸	 Pedestrian sidewalk with connections to adjacent pathways

❹	C onsolidated green space

❺	I mproved navigation channel in accordance with current regulations

❻	� Main bridge with three lanes and on street bike lanes� 
Designed as a traffic calmed corridor

❼	I ntegrated with planned Harbour Pathway

❽	�I mproved downtown approaches including sidewalks along west side  
of Wharf Street

❾	E stablish trail head for Galloping Goose/Trans Canada Trail
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