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Johnson Street Bridge Replacement

• One of the City’s most significant capital projects

• New iconic structure that respects history of existing bridge

• Improves active transportation alternatives

• Estimated to generate about 900 short-term jobs

• Opportunities for local businesses, industry and contractors to 
participate through competitive tendering process

• Minimal traffic impact to downtown as existing road bridge remains 
open during construction



Scope of Project

• New bridge built to a lifeline seismic standard
• 3 travel lanes 
• On-road bike lanes 
• Multi-use trail 
• Separate pedestrian path
• New signal at Esquimalt Road / Harbour Road
• Links to existing and future pathways and trails
• Marine navigation channel to modern standards



Scope of Project
• Improved safety and accessibility
• Improved road approaches on both sides
• Preserved rail corridor for future use
• Utility relocations
• Decommissioning of existing bridges
• Landscaping
• Public art 
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Key Events

• November 2010 voters gave the City permission to 
borrow $49.2 million to replace the bridge 

• Project Charter adopted February 2011

• Rail bridge closure April 2011

• Detailed design to be completed over the next year

• General contract to be awarded by early 2013

• Project must be completed by March 2016



Recent Activities
• Photographic work for heritage commemoration 

completed

• Project webcam live

• Pre-Construction work has commenced

• Detailed design work progressing

• Follow up with UBCM regarding grant funding to top up 
$8 million from CRD’s Regional Strategic Priorities fund





Pre-Construction Work

• Federal permits and approvals process for pre-
construction work

• Tender issued for Pre-Construction work
-Telus Marine Crossing realignment
-Rail Bridge Deconstruction

• Building deconstruction





Project Design

Navigation Channel:

• 36.5 m exists currently

• Upper Harbour Marine Users group and Transport 
Canada accepted 41 m width 



Public Information

• City will provide balanced and objective information and 
obtain public feedback where necessary

• Those affected directly by construction will be consulted 
on mitigation strategies



Public Information

• Project website www.JohnsonStreetBridge.com
• Webcam
• Subscriber email updates
• Project email JohnsonStreetBridge@victoria.ca
• Public information sessions
• Meetings and consultation with key stakeholders groups
• Regular updates to Council



Next Steps

• Design concepts for public realm are being 
prepared based on adopted design principles

• Concepts to be presented to key stakeholders

• Detailed design to be completed over the next 
year







Design Principles – Public Realm 
Guiding Documents

• Official Community Plan

• Downtown Plan / Downtown 
Core Area Plan

• Design Guidelines – Old 
Town

• Victoria Harbour Plan

• Harbour Pathway Plan

• Greenways Plan

• Victoria West Plan 

• Pedestrian Master Plan

• Victoria West Transportation 
Plan



Public Realm

The places we meet, socialize, recreate and spaces we move or pass through.  It is 
experienced close-up, at a pedestrian intimate scale, at ground level, and includes 
the street, sidewalks, building frontages, boulevards, parks, trails, courtyards, 
plazas, waterfronts, and the routes between them.  

In essence, the public realm provides the ‘breathing space’ within the structure of a 
city.

As Victoria grows, we will need ever expanding opportunities and public spaces to 
connect people with landscape.  Our vision is to connect people to landscape, 
create arrival and gateway, and to create an event.  

A new story for Victoria for the 21st Century.  

Definition

Vision



Design Principles
Context and Reference to Place

• Acknowledge the site’s natural and cultural character, capture imagination, 
and identify a recognizable regional design expression belonging to the 
City of Victoria and its established urban precincts.

Accessibility and Connectivity
• Routes and connections between public spaces and built edges should be 

clear, inviting, seamless, and effortless for all users.

Public Space
• Provide meaningful routes, places of destination, delight, and overlook for 

people - pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists.

Timeless
• The public realm should be considered a long-term legacy.  A simple 

hierarchy of materials, scale, and proportion will establish a coherent  and  
memorable place.



Design Principles

Arrivals and Gateway
• The Johnson Street Bridge will create an iconic landmark and gateway to 

downtown Victoria and to Victoria West.  The public realm will knit together the 
east and west, north and south to enhance the arrivals and gateway to Victoria’s 
harbour and downtown.

Site Adjacency
• Consider adjacent properties, heritage sites, future pathway connections, and rail 

corridor in the design of public spaces.

Sustainability
• Provide a balance of aesthetics, urban improvements, and ecological design.  

Consider an integrated design acknowledging site character, public amenity, 
choice of materials, energy and water efficiency together with  long term 
maintenance, project schedule, and budget.



Precedent - Streets

Public Safety

Wayfinding

Points of Interest

Boulevard Trees

Accessibility

Seating



Precedent - Plazas
Create a Sense of Place

Connect to Urban Fabric

Celebrate History and Culture

Public Art Opportunities

Places for People and Events



Precedent - Green Spaces
Resilient low maintenance native planting

Program for events

Prospect and Refuge

Promenade and viewpoints



Context - History



Regional Landscape

1. GORGE

2. BEACON HILL PARK

3. SONGHEES

4. STREETSCAPES

5. FORMAL GARDENS

Laurel Point



Landmarks

1. GALLOPING GOOSE

2. JOHNSON ST BRIDGE

4. EMPRESS HOTEL

5. PARLIAMENT

3. SWANS

1. GALLOPING GOOSE 
TRESSLE

2. JOHNSON ST BRIDGE

4. EMPRESS HOTEL

5. PARLIAMENT



Trail Connections

GALLOPING 
GOOSE  TRAIL

E & N
TRAIL 

HARBOUR PATHWAY

PROPOSED 
HARBOUR 
PATHWAY

WEST SONG WALKWAY



Walking Connections

1. GALLOPING GOOSE

2. E&N TRAIL

4. PANDORA AVENUE

5. WHARF STREET

3. WESTSONG WALK



Water Connections



Urban Precincts

DOCKSIDE GREEN UPPER HARBOUR DOWNTOWN

SONGHEES INNER HARBOUR CHINATOWN



Regional Themes - Sites Tell Stories
SONGHEES CULTURE – “Place of Strong Willows”

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

“THE SINGING BRIDGE”



Regional Themes - Connections

DOWNTOWN to VICTORIA WEST

PEOPLE to LANDSCAPE 

ACCESSIBILITY



Regional Themes - Place and Identity
HISTORY

CULTURE

NATURE

MEMORY



Concept
Vision

As Victoria grows, we need public 
spaces to connect people with 
landscape. 

Continue the tradition of a City of 
Gardens

Create arrival and gateway, and 
event

‘A new story for Victoria for the 21st

Century’



Concept Plan

FOR DISCUSSION



Downtown
The original settlement

Connects a diversity of cultures, history, and urban expression

A meeting of streets, intersections, and sightlines

Catalyst to connect modern expression with historic town fabric



Downtown
1. Galloping Goose Trail Head

2. Wharf Street Boulevard

3. Johnson/Pandora Triangle

4. Johnson Street Plaza

5. City/Harbour View Lookouts
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Victoria West
Regionally significant landscape with remnants of original 
shoreline - Rock bluffs and vegetation, Garry Oak Ecosystem 

Juxtaposition of old and new – Dockside Green and industrial 
working waterfront

Connection to Songhees Point, E&N Rail Trail, Galloping Goose



Victoria West
1. E & N Rail Trail 

2. Galloping Goose Trail Network

3. Multiuse Bridge Overpass

4. S-Curve Lands

5. City/Harbour View Lookouts
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Downtown Sections

Looking North

Looking West

Johnson / Pandora Triangle 

Johnson St Plaza

Galloping Goose
Trail Head

Store Street

SwansJanion

Johnson Street

Janion

Pandora Ave



Victoria West Section

Looking East

Looking East
Esquimalt Road 

Multi-Use Trail

Pedestrian Pathway
and Rail Corridor

S-Curve Lands 



Pathways
Amenities, Intersections, Crossings 



Materials
Surfacing, Wayfinding, Railings



Materials
Lighting, Furnishing, Planting



Discussion

Next Steps

Advance Design  

Establish and confirm Scope of Landscape Works

Define Materials and Budgeting

Public Consultation

Review and Approvals



THANK YOU

FOR DISCUSSION

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MEETINGS OCTOBER 18 & 25, 2011


